
 
 
 
September 7, 2021 
 
       
St. Mark CSAC Annual Report for the 2020-2021 School Year 
 
Dear Parents & School Community: 
 
Welcome back!  We hope you had a safe and happy summer.  The St. Mark CSAC had a 
rewarding year despite the pandemic. The CSAC held 4 meetings on September 24, 2020, 
November 26, 2020, January 28, 2021, and April 1, 2021 and worked on various issues 
during the school year including: the absence of a lunch program at the school this year, a 
year without a Meet the Staff Night & BBQ for families, the need for students to have outdoor  
activities during recess and the lunch hour, the need for activities to be painted on the 
school asphalt, the need for new asphalt, the need for new basketball nets at the back of the 
school, technical difficulties with the virtual STEM Night, the obstacles regarding the 
purchase of outdoor equipment and classroom items for students, the changes in the traffic 
by-laws of Autumn Hill Crescent, and a concern for the upkeep of the newly planted fruit 
trees on school grounds. These meetings were open to the public to encourage input from 
parents and other members of the school community to inform our discussions of the 
various issues considered. 
 
The purpose of the CSAC is to improve pupil achievement and to enhance the accountability 
of the education system to parents, through the active participation of parents. CSACs are 
advisory organizations. A CSAC’s primary means of achieving its purpose is by making 
recommendations to the principal of the school and the school board. Boards and principals 
are responsible to consider recommendations made by each CSAC and advise the council(s) 
of the actions taken in response to the recommendations. Accordingly, included with this 
report is a summary of advice (Appendix A) the CSAC has provided to the principal and to 
the school board, as well as responses from the principal and school board on how this 
advice was considered in the decision-making. 
 
Additional achievements of the CSAC in 2021-2022 included (see next page). As well, 
fundraising activities were conducted, and the proceeds were used to fund projects in 
accordance with school board policies. These fundraising activities are itemized, 
summarized, and attached (see next page). Minutes of meetings held, and financial records 
are available for public inspection at the school office and on our school website. 
 
We wish to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the many individuals who 
volunteered their time to contribute to the success of the CSAC last year. Special thanks are 
due to the members of the 2020-2021 CSAC which included: Emily Hartlen (Co-Chair), 



Diana Darcey (Co-Chair), Danielle Howlett-Nezezon (Treasurer), Sarah Demaiter 
(Recorder), Claudine Newman, Courtney Hughes, Elizabeth Searam, Krysti O’Kelly, Michelle 
Proctor, Paula Jacobs, Stephanie Sobek-Swant, Catherine McCaffery, Geraldine Doerr, Kevin 
Gentile, Nancy Lameira, Tatiana Batista, Michele van der Veen (Teacher Rep) and Gary 
Lankowski (Principal).  
 
 Fundraising Activities 2020-2021 
 
  Giving Tuesday   $345.00  
  Mabel’s Labels    $107.16 
  Flip Give    $483.00 (Flip Give account) 
 
  Total    $935.16 
 
 Achievements & Expenditures 2020-2021 
 
  CSAC organized and ran a STEM Night for families (Feb 2021) 
  CSAC planned for a Dance-a-Thon Fundraiser (May 2021) 
  CSAC organized a Spirit Wear campaign (Nov 2020) 
 
  Robotics Kits   $439.29 
  Classroom Supplies   $838.46 
  PE Equipment (outdoors) $305.87 
  Play Structure Repair   $500.00  (annual allocation) 
  Library Books (PIC Fund) $250.00 
  Home Reading Books (PIC) $225.81 
  Sacramental Gifts  $320.22 
  Student Agendas (deficit)     $45.10 
  Graduation Signs  $419.88 
  Graduation Awards  $437.39 
  Graduation Ceremony Items $140.64 
 
  Total                $3,922.66   
 
Finally, we would like to wish the best of luck to candidates in the September CSAC elections. 
Issues, which we foresee as being important matters for the consideration of the new CSAC 
following the September elections include fundraising, re-engagement of CSAC with teachers 
and school staff, re-engaging school community, supporting children and families transition 
back to the school building/in-person learning, review of missing materials, and getting back 
to full complements of learning resources. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Emily Hartlen & Diana Darcey 
Co-Chairs  
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Appendix A:  
 

CSAC Advice    Principal & Board Response  
 

1. Possibility of CSAC using  The Board does not recommend using Facebook for  
Facebook moving forward community outreach; Facebook is a platform that  
    collects and uses personal information as a business 
    model and source of revenue generation.  
 
    Our Board has limited control over how Facebook  
    uses, retains, discloses, or destroys information we  
    add to it, and the obvious privacy breach that could 
    occur by its use. 
 
    We will not be using Facebook; the Board has  
    suggested other tools including Microsoft Teams or  
    Groups. 
 

2. CSAC Co-Chair suggested The principal messaged the Manager of Planning  
sharing information RE  from our Board to request an update on the status  
the new traffic by-laws on of the on-street parking changes to Autumn Hill  
Autumn Hill Crescent   Crescent and received a prompt response.  
 
    The principal summarized the changes and map and 
    included these on a message out to the school  
    community and included this message in the  
    monthly school newsletter.  
 

3. CSCA members requested The CSAC members requested this update since we 
an update RE when the  have plans to have the asphalt painted with various 
school asphalt would be outdoor activities for our students. The principal   
repaired    messaged our Board Facility Services who let the 
    principal know that the school’s asphalt was not  
    up for repair this year, but it would be reviewed. 
 
    The principal still awaits the decision from Facility  
    Services (June 2021). 
 
    The principal has created a committee to plan the 
    painting of activities on our school asphalt despite  
    its condition, as our goal is to get/keep our students 
    active. 
 

4. CSAC members were   The principal has let CSAC members know that we 
inquiring about new   [all WCDSB schools] have received $1500 for any 
basketball nets at the   initiative that is connected to physical activity and 
back of the school  the outdoors. We will be getting 2 new basketball 

nets to be secured on wooden posts away from the 
    school building. 

 


